Genetics of epilepsy.
Discovery of nearly 200 genes implicated in epilepsy and insights into the molecular and cellular pathways involved are transforming our knowledge of the causes, classifications, diagnosis, and in some cases, treatments for individuals with chronic seizure disorders. Numerous disorders once considered "idiopathic" are now recognized as genetic conditions. Despite these remarkable advances, the cause of epilepsy for most individuals is unknown. We present a clinical approach to patients with epilepsy, presenting an algorithm for clinical and genetic testing, and review genes implicated in epilepsy and their associated syndromes.